SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE BOY

But besides this, each sex has its own essentially different modes of
mastering anxiety. The boy develops his sense of the omnipotence of
excreta less strongly than the girl, replacing it in part by the omni-
potence of the penis; and in connection with this his projection of
internal dangers is different from the girl's. The specific mechanism
he employs for overcoming his fear both of internal and external
dangers, at the same time as he obtains sexual satisfaction, is deter-
mined by the fact that his penis, as an active organ, is used to master
his object and that it is accessible to tests by reality. In gaining pos-
session of his mother's body by means of his penis he proves to him-
self his superiority not only over his dangerous external objects but
over his internal ones as well.

Sadistic Omnipotence of the Penis

In the male child the omnipotence of excrements and thoughts is
partly concentrated in the omnipotence of the penis, and especially
in the case of excrements, partly replaced by it. In his imagination he
endows his own penis with destructive powers and likens it to devour-
ing and murderous beasts, firearms, and so on. His belief that his
urine is a dangerous substance and his equation of his poisonous and
explosive faeces with his penis go to make the latter the executive
organ of his sadistic tendencies. Furthermore, certain physiological
processes demonstrate that his penis really can change its appearance
and he takes this as a proof of its omnipotence. Thus his penis and his
sense of omnipotence become linked together in a way which is of
fundamental importance for the man's activity and his mastery of
anxiety. In child analysis we generally come across the idea of the
penis as a emagic wand', of masturbation as magic and of erection
and ejaculation1 as a tremendous heightening of the sadistic powers
of the penis.2

The interior of the mother's body, which succeeds to the breast as
the child's object, soon takes on the significance of a place wrhich con-
tains many objects (at first represented by the penis and excrements).
In consequence the boy's phantasies of taking possession of his
mother's body by copulating with her form the basis of his attempts
to conquer the external world and to master anxiety along masculine

1 Cf. Abraham, 'Ejaculatio Praecox' (1917).

2 In his 'Beitrage zur Analyse des Sadismus und Masocbismus' (1913),
Federn has discussed the question of how the phenomena of active sadism
arise in the male and has come to the conclusion that 'the active male organ-
component that is awaking becomes transformed by means of unconscious
mechanisms, of which symbolic representation is an important one, into
sadism; or more correctly, the trends which flow from that component are
turned into sadistic desires. At the same time all the active trends that have
already been unfolded in the child become reactivated.*
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